
Building a Better Bank

If you have been in downtown Spartanburg lately, chances 
are you have seen the magnificent building taking shape 
at the corner of South Church and West Kennedy Streets. 

This new home of Carolina Alliance Bank is nearing com-
pletion with plans to open in late May. And it’s a good bet 
that few people know more about the building’s construc-
tion than Carolina Alliance President and CEO John Poole. 
From his temporary office on West Henry Street, Poole 
has watched the construction on a daily basis, and he has 
made quite a few trips onsite.

“It has been so exciting to come back to the office after meetings and see what 
progress has been made,” Poole said. “I chose my office here so I could watch the 
building go up.”

You could say the three-story, 22,000-square-foot building is a local product, but then 
what would you expect from a community bank? J.M. Solesbee Construction Co., 
Inc., is the general contractor while McMillan Smith & Partners is the architect of 
record. In fact McMillan Smith & Partners also is headquartered in downtown Spar-
tanburg, just a short walk from Carolina Alliance.

In a few months Poole’s view will change and he will 
be looking out into a new lobby; it’s a sight he can’t 
wait to see. But until then, don’t be surprised to see 
Poole, in a banker’s suit and hard hat, walking the site.

Great Time to Buy or Refinance

Thinking about buying a new house? Or, do you need to make home improvements 
or refinance your current home? Now is the time, with lower borrowing rates on 
most loans.

Find the right financing for your needs at Carolina Alliance. Carolyn MacIntosh, the 
head of our Mortgage Division, is a seasoned mortgage banker, having spent 18 
years serving the Spartanburg area market. She understands that as a borrower, it 
is beneficial to be aware of basic issues associated with acquiring and maintaining 
home loans in order to obtain the best mortgage rates.

Carolyn welcomes the opportunity to help you with a new home purchase, refinance or 
other mortgage needs. Remember, mortgage rates are very good right now; don’t wait. 
Visit Carolyn at the banking “cottage” at 102 West Henry Street in downtown Spartan-
burg or contact her at (864) 208-0842 or cmacintosh@carolinaalliancebank.com.

How to Contact Us > 102 West Henry Street, Spartanburg, SC  29306 • P.O. Box 932, Spartanburg, SC 29304
P (864) 208-BANK (2265) • F (864) 542-2703 • info@carolinaalliancebank.com • www.carolinaalliancebank.com
Commercial Lending Office • 201 Henry Place Spartanburg, SC 29306 • P (864) 208-0838 •  F (864) 585-4155
Bank Hours > Lobby: M-Th 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., F 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Drive-Thru: M-Th 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., F 8:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.
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Carolina Alliance’s new headquar-
ters is set to open in late May.

Carolina Alliance President and 
CEO John Poole goes over bank 
building plans with Buddy Corn of 
J.M. Solesbee Construction Co., Inc.



Community Update

Board Members Alex Evins and Terry Cash, and Steve Brown, Senior Vice President 
and Senior Private Banking Officer, have been appointed to leadership roles with the 
Spartanburg Area Chamber of Commerce. Evins is the Chamber’s General Counsel and 
serves on the Board of Directors. Cash was named to the Chamber’s Board of Governors. 
Brown serves on the Board of Directors as Vice Chairman – Convention & Visitors Bureau.

Carolyn MacIntosh, Vice President Lending, Senior Mortgage Lender, 
stays busy in the community. She recently has accepted several posi-
tions with civic organizations including: United Way of the Piedmont’s 
Community Impact Council; chair of the Spartanburg Board of Direc-

tors for the March of Dimes; where she also 
serves on subcommittees for March for Babies 
and the Signature Chefs Auction; member of the 
Board of Directors for the Spartanburg Downtown Association.

Bank employees recently participated in the United Way of the 
Piedmont’s quarterly volunteer project. Spearheaded by Janice 
Addington, Vice President, Lending and Human Resources, they 
collected “Bags of Love,” for area seniors serviced by Mobile Meals. 

These bags contained everyday household items – from soap to devotional books.

In the News 

Dancing Champ: Our own renaissance man, James D. Bearden III, M.D., recently 
won the Unmasking Colon Cancer Ball’s version of Dancing with 
the Stars with Lori Axelrod of Miss Marion’s School of Dance. The 
pair dazzled spectators with a swing routine choreographed to Bad 
Case of Lovin You (Doctor, Doctor) by Robert Palmer. The gala, a 
benefit for the Center for Colon Cancer Research and its state-wide 
partners, was held in Columbia.

Dr. Bearden was honored again in March when his practice, Palmet-
to Hematology Oncology (located at Spartanburg Regional Medical 
Center), was featured on the cover of trade publication Hematology 
& Oncology. His practice received the magazine’s HOPE Clinical Best 
Practices Award for a medium-sized practice. 

Upstate Spotlight: Board member Charles Atchison recently was featured in a two-
page spread in GSA Business. In the story Atchison recounted how he started his business 
in the late 1940s with one taxi. Today Atchison Transportation Services, Inc., is a leader in the 
Upstate market, owns 18 motor coaches, 25 limousines, 10 taxis and employs a staff of 40.

International Champ: Spencer Brown, son of Steve Brown, Senior Vice President 
and Senior Private Banking Officer, and his wife Sherri, is a third-grader with an international 
title! The Pine Street Elementary student won the “Little Mo” Junior International Tennis 
Championships in Austin, Texas. Spencer earned an invitation to the event after winning the 
“Little Mo” Junior National Championship. The “Little Mo” is named after Maureen Connolly 
Brinker, the first woman to win tennis’ Grand Slam in 1953. Andy Roddick, who captured 
the tournament’s title in 1992, is among the event’s most notable past champions. 
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March for Babies 

The Carolina Alliance staff is 
raising money for March for 
Babies, which will be held 
on April 26 starting at Barnet 
Park. You may remember this 
annual March of Dimes event 
as WalkAmerica but the name 
was changed this year to 
March for Babies.

Hot Dog – it’s a hot dog lunch! 

Be sure and stop by the bank-
ing cottage on Friday, April 18 
and enjoy a delicious hot dog 
lunch. All proceeds 
benefit the March 
of Dimes. Call 
Carolina Alliance at 
208-BANK (2265) for 
more information.

Thank you, 
Sponsors! 
The Beacon 
Ricky’s Hot Dogs

See page 4 for our newest 
Community Partner!

Also at the dancing event, 
Board member Marsha 
Gibbs and her husband 

Jimmy received the Visionary 
Philanthropic Leader Award 
from the Center for Colon 

Cancer Research.

Charles Atchison
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Ready to sign-up for 
our online services? 

Call Carolina Alliance at 
208-BANK (2265) for more 
information or stop by the 
Carolina Alliance office at 
102 West Henry Street in 
downtown Spartanburg.

Anytime Banking with Carolina Alliance Online
Personal Banking Made Easier with Alliance eBanking and Alliance eBillPay

At Carolina Alliance, experience, flexibility and service come together to make personal 
banking better. With our online services, found at www.carolinaalliancebank.com, we 
provide the ease desired in today’s hectic world.

From the convenience of your home, office or wherever you may be on-
line, Alliance eBanking and Alliance eBillPay provides you with immediate 
access to your accounts 24 hours a day, seven days a week. It’s as easy as 
logging onto your computer.

You can use Alliance eBanking and Alliance eBillPay to:

•	Access an unlimited number and type of accounts 

•	Transfer funds electronically between checking, savings, and money 
market accounts 

•	Check statement information on all deposit accounts 

•	Obtain account information on all of your accounts 

•	Download transactions from any account to commonly available money 
management software 

• Pay your bills online

Save Money and Time with Carolina eBusiness

No matter what level of service your business demands, at Carolina Alli-
ance we offer many banking and financial services needed to thrive in today’s dynamic 
economic environment.

Carolina eBusiness is designed for business owners looking to devote more of their 
time making money and less time managing it.  We can accommodate both the sole 
proprietor who just wants their account information accessible and the larger business 
that is looking to streamline their financial management. Use Carolina eBusiness to:

•	View check images 

•	View balance and transaction history 

•	Transfer between deposit accounts 

Introducing Our Staff

With the recent additions of Diana Cook and Kelly Morris, Carolina Alliance now has 27 
banking professionals on its staff. “It has been exciting to watch our team take shape,” 
said John Poole, Carolina Alliance President and CEO. “Our staff is comprised of ex-

perienced and dedicated professionals, all committed to providing the best 
banking experience.”

Diana Cook, Loan File Coordinator
Cook is a recent graduate of USC Upstate where she served two years as 
captain of the women’s soccer team.

Kelly Morris, Operations Clerk  
A graduate of  Spartanburg’s Christian Kingdom Academy. Kelly’s work 

experience includes a year spent as a pharmacy technician.

•	Download statement history 

•	Request stop payments
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Spotlight: Classic Coach Mobility
In a small business every minute counts. And when you can cut down the time spent on 
banking – well, that is like saving money.  That is one reason Classic Coach Mobility banks 
with Carolina Alliance.

“At Carolina Alliance Bank we know our bank-
ers are just a phone call away,” said owner Dan 
Cox. “Whatever we need, they are always there 
to help us. And when they can help us quickly it 
leaves us more time for our customers.”

Classic Coach Mobility knows all about good 
customer service. The Spartanburg firm has pro-
vided quality products and service to customers 
throughout the southeast for more than 19 years. 
The introduction of new technology in adaptive 
devices and conversions continues to broaden opportunities for people with disabilities. 
The professional installers at Classic Coach Mobility bring that technology to you, whether 
you need an accessible van or lift for your home or business.

Classic Coach Mobility
205 Jones Road
Spartanburg, SC 29307
P (864) 599-9099
www.classiccoachsc.com

Creative Energy Partner 

Carolina Alliance is proud to be a Creative Energy partner!  
Creative Energy is an 18-month initiative sponsored by the 
City of Spartanburg. Its goal is to strengthen the civic spirit of 
community pride and participation and reinforce the growing 
perception of Spartanburg as a progressive city that encour-
ages innovation and personal expression, resulting in increased 
economic development and tourism. 

For more information go to www.spartanburgcreativeenergy.com.

Photo Gallery

We’re getting close! To check out 
our construction progress, visit 
www.carolinaalliancebank.com.

At Carolina Alliance Bank, experience, 

flexibility and service come together to 

make banking simply better. We know 

that choosing the right accounts is impor-

tant to keeping your finances on track.

Welcome Back to Better Banking. 

We’re better because we can offer: 

• 	Some of the best deposit rates 		
	 around

• 	Health Savings Accounts

• 	Free business checking

• 	The best bankers in this market!




